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Examiner: 



Art Unit: 



n/a 



3629 



Filed: 



November 15, 2005 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR THE ANALYSIS OF COMPLEX SYSTEMS 



For: 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



With regard to the above-identified application, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 
the items of information listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A is brought to the attention of the 
Examiner. 

This Information Disclosure Statement, as far as is known to the undersigned, is filed before 
the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. The undersigned certifies that several items of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited during prosecution of the 
corresponding International Patent Application PCT/AU03/00979. The relevance of the references 
are as indicated in the attached PCT International Search Report. 

Applicants submit herewith other patents, publications or other information, of which they 
are aware that they believe may be material to die examination of this application, and in respect of 
which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

A list of the patent(s) or publication(s) is set forth on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1.98(2)(i), a copy of each patent listed on Form PTO/SB/08A is 
enclosed herewith. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure Statement may 
be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR § L56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically 
designated as such. The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to 

CHI 11054079.1 1 



EFS-Web Receipt date: 04/28/2006 



10523582 -GAU: 2154 



10/523,582 



Atty. Docket No. 37388-404500 



mean that a search has been made or that no other material information as defined in 37 CFR 
§ 1.56(a) exists. 

Pursuant to the provisions of MPEP 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of 
the attached Form PTO/SB/08A, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next official communication. 

Applicant believes no fees are required with this submission. However, the Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge any deficiency deemed necessary to Deposit Account No. 19-1351. 



Respectfully submitted, 





SEYFARTH SHAW LLP 
55 E. Monroe St, Suite 4200 
Chicago, IL 60603-5803 
Telephone: (3 12) 269-8552 
Facsimile: (312)269-8869 



e-mail: tkeefer@seyfarth.com 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Internationa] application No. 
FCT/AU03/00979 



C (ConfiBBHtioii), DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document wilh mdfcatLon, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



WO 91/17494 Al (BACHMAN INFORMATION SYSTEMS), 14 November 1991 
tie whole document 



WO 98/53399 A2 (BRITTSH TELECOMMUNICATIONS PLC), 26 November 1998 
Ae whole document 



US S.276,877 A (FKEEDWCH et al), 4 Janimy 1994 
the whole document 
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Supplemental Box 

[H> be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VTA is not sufficient) 
Continuation of Box N«; n 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention, because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a angle general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion, foe International Searching Authority has found that there are tree inventions: 

1 . Independent claims 1, 35, 65 and 72, and claims appended thereto. These claims are directed to methods and an 

apparatus for analysing systems. It is considered that die evaluation of a system's architecture in terms of non- 
fanctional requirements consrhntea a first "special fcrfnnV^ feature." 

2. Independent claim 29, and claims appended thereto, directed to an architectural model of a complex system. In this 
claim, the only feature which can be identified as a "special technical feature" is the use of Components and 
Connections in the architectural model 

3. Independent claim 33, and claims appended thereto, directed to imeans tor obtaining architectural information 
about a system. The use of an interface enabling the input of architectural information is considered to be a third 
"special technical feature. " 

The above groups of claims do share the concept of an architectural model of a system, however this feature is generic 
and cannot be considered to constitute a 'Especial technical feature." Since no other feature is common to all the claims, 
they lack unity, a priori. ' 

Please note mat there are inconsistencies in the dependencies of the claims. (Some examples include; claims 1 1, 36, 
37, which are appended to themselves; claims 67 and 68, each of which is appended to the other, and apparatus claim 
28, which is appended to claim 29 for an architectural model. It appears thatthe numbering of the claims has been 
befuddled) As a result, it has only been possible to list the independent claims which correspond to different 
inventions. 
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Inlernaticaal application No. 
PCT/A0O3/OO979 



Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Hem 2 cf first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established itt respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following- 
reasons: 

1. Qj Claims Nos: 

hecause flury relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply -with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent mat no m ' 



| j -Claims Nos : 
because they as 

6-4(a) 

Observations where unify of Invention Is lacking (Con_auation of Hem 3 of first sheet) 
.Bmatioiial Searching Anfbortty found multiple inventions in th 



1 . [~] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, fins uatematjonal search report covers aH 

searchable claims 

2. j I As _sear_blc<u_as<»r_ be searched 
— payment of any additional fee. 

3. I""] As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this mtcmational search 

i^rtcoveBouIymosecIamwforw- 



|x | ^° required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this iutenrnfaonal search report 
— is restricted to the invention fust mentioned in me* claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
Jndependent daims 1, 35, 66 and 72, and daims appended thereto. 



The additional search fees were accompanied by the appticanfs protest 
No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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International application No. 


InfbnuattoE oa patent family members 


PCT/AU83/0Q979 



This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in. the 
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
-which are merely given for the purpose of information. . 



Patent Document Cited in 
Search Report 












US 2002049573 


AU 


8690701 


CA 


2419153 


EP 


1314106 




WO 


0219148 


US 


6311144 


US 


6560569* 


US 6311144 


AU 


8690701 


CA 


2419153 


EP 


1314106 




US 


2002049573 


WO 


0219148 


US 


6560569 


WO 9117494 


CA 


2081546 . 


BP 


0531319 


US 


5146591 




US 


5179698 


' US 


5193182 


US 


5193183 




us 


5195178 


US 


5212771 


US 


5241645 




us 


5249300 










WO 9853399 


AU 


7346698 


EP 


0983547 






US 5276877 


•CA 
GB 


2047573 
2250111 


DE 
JP 


4134419 
4299414 


FR 


2668271 . 


END OF ANNEX 
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International application No. 
PCT/AU03/GO979 



CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 



G06F 17/60, 17/50 



j2£ 



Nunlmuni documentation searched {t&ssificatioa systemfollowedttydas! 



jn to the extent thai such documents are intruded in the fields flewched 



Pocvm?-iir?tIfl^ searched other than mi 



k{neine of data base and, where practicable, saaicli terras used) 

a, computer system, arcbitccturc, .performance, model, business, etc.) 



USPTO, DWPI (IPC: G06F, ii 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



US 2002/0049573 Al (ABU BL ATA), 25 April 2002 
the whole document 



Jtem3 Invests to Commercialise ABACUS (Avohrtion Press Release), -13 February 2002 

http://ww.aTOlutioiL^ 

section entitled 'Trie ABACUS Product Suite" 

USS,311,144BI (ABU EL ATA), 30 October 2001 
Ihe whole document 



1,35,66,72 



1,35,66,72 
1,35,66,72 



|x] Further documents are listed in die coiitkuatiori of Box C [x] See patent fanrily aanex 



Special categories of cited documents 
document defining the general state of the art 
which is not considered to be of particular 



later document published after the international nling date or priority date 
and not in conflict with the application but ctad to understand the principle 



ertheintt 



"L" d^^tnenfovhich may throw doubts on priority "Y" 

cl«im(s) or which is cited to establish the ecmsi dered to involve an iuveatjve step when the doeumeat is combined 

publicau^ date of annotation or oto 

reason {as specified) 

■ ' toanoi 



•P" doewneot puMshed prior to the international 
date but later than the priority date, claimed 



Date of the actual completion of fiie international search 
19 August 2003 



1 3 OCT 2035 



Name and mailing address of fte ISA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 

PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 

E-mail address: pet@ipaustralia.gov.au 



M. D. HOLLINGW OltTH 

Tslephone No : (02) 6283 2024 
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US-2002/0049573A1 


04-25-2002 


Abu ElAta 






A2 


US-6311144B1 


10-30-2001 


Abu ElAta 






A3 


US-5276377A 


01-04-1994 


Friedrichetal 






A4 


US- 










A5 


US- 










AC 


US- 










A7 


US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
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Country Code' Number'Kind Code*" (if known) 


/AP/ 


B1 


W091/17494A1 


11-14-1991 


Bschman Information 
Systems 






/AP/ 


B2 


W098/53399A2 


11-26-1998 


British Telecommunications 
Pic 








B3 














B4 














B5 














B6 
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initials* 


Cite 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine. 
Journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, pagefe), volume-Issue numberfs), publisher, dtv and/or country where published. 




/AP/ 


CI 


Hem3 Invests to Commercialise ABACUS (AvoluHon Press Release), 13 Feb 2002 
Product Suite" 








/AP 


C2 


Denford M., O'Neill T.. Leaney. J. "Architecture-basal Visualisation of Computer Based Systems, - Proceedings of the 
IS* IEEE International Conference and Workshop on Engineering of Computer Based Systems. Lund, Sweden, April 
2002. 




/AP/ 


C3 


O'Neill, T., Leaney, J., Martyn, P. •Architecture-based performance analysis of the COLLINS class submarine Open 
System Extension (COSE) Concept Demonstrator (CD)", Proceedings of the 13" 1 IEEE International Conference and 
Workshop on Engineering of Computer Based Systems, Edinburgh, Scotland, 2000. 
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/Ashokkumar Pate!/ (02/21 /20CB) 
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USPTO Pater* Documents at www.usoto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the twc-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5Klr>d of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if posslife. 6 Applcant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation Is attached. 
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USPTO to process) an application, Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to me Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1490, Alexandria, VA22313-1450. 
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